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 We are coming to the end of the Liturgical year in our Church calendar. Next week will 

be the last Sunday of Ordinary Time when we celebrate the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 

King of the Universe. And in two weeks, Advent will begin the new liturgical year as we 

prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord at Christmas.  

 And it’s no coincidence that this time of the liturgical year coincides with the physical 

changes that we see around us with during this season of autumn and the coming of winter: the 

days grow colder and shorter, the leaves on the trees die and fall to the ground. And in the midst 

of these changes, the Church invites us to reflect on the end of all things. This is why we hear in 

the Gospel today a message from Jesus that is not immediately hopeful and comforting.  

 As we reflect on these apocalyptic words of the Lord in this passage from St. Mark, we 

can immediately see what seems to be a strange contradiction. First, Jesus says: “Amen, I say to 

you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.” But almost 

immediately, He adds: “But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 

the Son, but only the Father." So, we might ask, which is it? Will destruction come during the 

generation that heard Jesus’ words? Or does no one know the day, nor the hour, not even Jesus? 

 The answer to this problem comes from reflecting on this passage in the light of the rest 

of the 13th chapter of St. Mark’s Gospel. These prophesies that Jesus was making to His 

disciples began as Jesus was leaving the temple area with them. One of the disciples remarked 

on the beauty of the Jewish temple.  
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The beauty of that holy temple and its importance to the Jewish people are hard for us even to 

imagine. It was a towering structure built of massive, white marble stones and adorned with 

gold. And it was, without a doubt, the center of the whole Jewish society – religious, political, 

and economic. The temple was for them the center of the world and a microcosm –a 

representation of all of God’s creation: the earth, the heavens, the sun and the moon and the 

stars. The temple was the very place where God dwelt on earth. But Jesus’ response to that 

disciple was striking. He said: “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be one stone 

left upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

 As Mark continues this narrative, a short time later Jesus was gathered with a few of His 

closest apostles – Peter, James, John, and Andrew.  From the Mount of Olives, the five of them 

had a perfect view of the Temple that stood directly across the valley, just a few hundred yards 

away. And they asked Jesus a twofold question: “Tell us, when will this happen, and what sign 

will there be when all these things are about to come to an end?” Considering Jesus’ dire words 

about the temple, this is not a surprising question for His Jewish followers to ask: “When will 

the Temple be destroyed?” and “When will the end of the world come?” For them the 

destruction of the Temple would be the end of the world. If something so great and so central to 

their lives could be decimated, how could anything remain?  
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 And this twofold question helps us to understand the passage we heard today, which is 

part of Jesus’ answer. When Jesus says that this generation will not pass away until these things 

have taken place, He is referring to the destruction of the Temple. For the Jewish mind, a 

generation was counted as 40 years. And Jesus spoke these words in about the year 30AD. In 

the year 70AD, the city of Jerusalem was sacked by the Roman army. More than a million Jews 

were killed and a hundred thousand were captured and taken into slavery. The city was burned 

and the great stones of the temple were thrown to the ground. What took place in 70AD was 

exactly what Jesus had prophesied – 40 years, one generation after He prophesied it. And 

because of His prophecy, the Christians who lived in Jerusalem recognized the signs; and they 

escaped the coming destruction.  

 But Jesus’ words about “the day or the hour that no one knows” refer to another event – 

one that is related but is also different from the destruction of the Temple. The day to which 

Jesus refers is the last day, the end of the world. This is the day when He will come in glory to 

judge the living and the dead. This is why, after the end of our Gospel for today, the Lord’s next 

words tell us: “Be watchful!” “Be alert!”  

 Just as the first generation of Christians were watchful, looking for the signs when the 

city of Jerusalem would be destroyed, so we must be watchful and alert. The Lord urges us, His 

disciples throughout the ages, to be prepared for the day that we will meet Him.  
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Whether that day be the end of world when He returns in glory, or whether that day be the end 

of our lives, all of us will stand before the Lord in judgement. At that moment, we must be 

ready. Being watchful and alert means we must be in the Lord’s friendship – loving Him with 

all our heart, loving our neighbor as ourselves. And when that day comes, our response is 

simple: we must throw ourselves on the Lord’s mercy.  

 The ways that the Lord has given to be watchful and alert are found most of all in the 

sacraments. In those times that we stray from the Lord, He offers us mercy and reconciliation 

when we confess our sins and receive absolution from His priests. And in the daily struggle to 

be watchful and alert, He offers us strength and grace in our Daily Bread of the Eucharist.  

 Let us pray, then, for the grace always to be watchful and alert for the day that we will 

meet the Lord. May that day not catch us off guard like a thief in the night. But through the 

sacraments offered to us and through our daily life of prayer, may we always be ready to meet 

the Lord and enter into His Eternal Kingdom.  

 


